
Jack Howland Poughkeepsie Journal 
 USA TODAY NETWORK
NEW PALTZ - Changing the names of 
SUNY New Paltz buildings named for 
slave-owning families is “a good place to 
start,” according to graduate student Marc 
Desarme.

Desarme, an education major who 
was on campus Thursday for a network-
ing event, wasn’t aware the SUNY Board 
of Trustees had voted to approve names 
to replace six Hasbrouck Complex build-
ings. Reacting to the news, he said simply 
changing the names isn’t enough, and the 
school should use this moment to foster “a 
conversation about race and racism and the 
history of it in this specifi c community.”

The August 2017 white nationalist 
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Deyo Hall at SUNY New Paltz shown 
in 2018. Several buildings at the college 
are named for families of early settlers 
of New Paltz who were slaveowners and 
will now be renamed.     Editor’s Note: 
This article was printed verbatim. I re-
placed the Journal’s original picture of 
another Huguenot family for emphasis.

rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, that left 
three people dead prompted offi cials to 
begin considering the name changes. The 
result was more than 18 months of discus-
sions about how the state school should 
remember the original European settlers of 
New Paltz.

Although Desarme said he doesn’t 
personally feel offended as a student of 
color by the former building names, he said 
this change can ultimately be a positive one 
for the campus community.

“I think a lot of people are unaware 
that New York was a slave-owning state, 
and they assume because it’s northern 
that it wasn’t,” said Desarme, a native of 
Bloomington, Ulster County. “I think more 
important than taking the name off is taking 
the time to talk about it, and acknowledg-
ing how people feel about it — people of 
color, as well as people who aren’t people 
of color.”

Effective in the fall, six buildings 
named for the Huguenot families will be 
changed to names carrying local meaning, 
such as Minnewaska Hall and Mohonk 
Hall. A group of students, faculty and staff 
is also conceptualizing a contemplative 
space where people will be able to learn 
about the history of the campus, including 
the Huguenots.

The new names were previously ap-
proved by the school’s College Council, 
after much of the student body and college 
leadership were vocal in their support of 
renaming the buildings. They all have local 
roots, a theme that was popular in a survey 
of possible names that drew responses from 
more than 3,000 students, faculty, staff, 
alumni and community members, accord-
ing to a release from the college.

The changes include:
nLefevre Hall will be renamed Sha-

wangunk Hall, for the Shawangunk Ridge;
nBevier Hall will be renamed Min-

newaska Hall, for a lake that sits on the 
ridge;

nDeyo Hall will be renamed Awosting 
Hall, for another lake on the ridge;

nHasbrouck Dining Hall will be re-
named Peregrine Dining Hall, for the local 
Peregrine falcons;

nCrispell Hall will be renamed Asho-
kan Hall, to recognize the school’s former 
Ashokan Field Campus in the Catskill 
Mountains;

nDubois Hall will be renamed Moho-
nk Hall, for a lake adjacent to the Mohonk 
Mountain House. 

New Paltz buildings to shed names of slave-owning families
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“Once upon a time there lived a family 
of lords and ladies…” on top of the Jura 
Mountains.  Their manor house nestled in 
the forests of France became a castle in the 
clouds, a tax station looming over a trade 
route, and a fortress bolstered against in-
vaders. When the socio-political tides be-
gan to change too much for this family to 
be able to safely 
navigate, they 
sold their fortress 
and created new 
life pathways to 
explore. 
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In polite, introductory conversations, 
the question of “What is your heritage?” 
often comes up. My reply is “French, Ger-
man, and English.”  In full disclosure, it is 
the fi rst nationality mentioned that I have 
always gravitated to.  It is why I studied 
French in school. It is what I have attrib-
uted my fondness for fashion, art, and cul-
ture to. It is the experiences I am seeking 
to further explore in the books I read, the 
movies I watch, and the trinkets I collect. 

Over the years I have listened to my 
family tell our stories. These stories start-
ed off as fairy tales.  As I got older, some 
of these stories turned into mysteries and 
nightmares as my family’s plight, and the 
plight of so many others, came to light.  
Through the historical accounts I have 
come across while conducting my own 
personal research in an effort to better un-
derstand my ancestors,  I have grown even 
more connected to our shared sense of con-
viction and humanity.

IMAGE INDEX
#1  A Huguenot on St Bar-

tholomew's Day, Refusing to Shield 
Himself from Danger by Wearing the 
Roman Catholic Badge (1852) John 
Everett Millais.

#2  Château de Joux, Jura Moun-
tains, Bourgogne-Franche-Comté 
region in eastern France.

#3  Catherine de Medici outside 
the Louvre on the morning after the St 
Bartholomew massacre – painting by 
Édouard Débat-Ponsan.  

#4   Emigration of the Huguenots, 
1566, Jan Antoon Neuhuys.

#5 The author standing next to a 
portrait of Margaret Deyo on a visit 
to New Paltz in 2012. Another tour at-
tendee exclaimed “I can see the resem-
blance!” What do you think?

Reformers to Refugees      by Jinai Amos

HUGUENOT  HISTORY

About the Author: Jinai grew up in 
the Cleveland, Ohio area and is a dedi-
cated non-profi t professional. (Her bio 
on page  4.)

As a teenager, I remember pondering 
the concept of reincarnation. At that time 

I’ve recently read Michele Phoenix’s 
The Space Between Words. In this histori-
cal novel the authoress recounts two tragic 
experiences. The fi rst is the main charac-
ter’s terrifying survival of a terrorist at-
tack in a Paris nightclub and her healing 
journey through grief, survivor guilt, and 
coping with PTSD.  The second is the his-
torical fl ashbacks to the late 1600s and the 
accounts of a Huguenot family torn apart 
by the religious intolerance of that time, the 
persecution they endured, and brutalities 
they survived. 

The novel also recounts their individ-
ual journeys to freedom in livelihood and 
faith. The novel transposes modern day and 
historical accounts of individual hardships, 
sacrifi ces, and courage. It also illuminates 
the people and communities who embraced 
these individuals to help them along their 
journeys to overcome the trauma they en-
dured, and the paths they took to fi nd their 
own courage and faith.  The novel was pro-
foundly emotional at times for me. Her sto-
rytelling of the splitting apart of families, 
the bravery and courage they must have 
possessed, the hardships and trials they ex-
perienced, and, for some like the Deyos, the 
happy endings they wrote for themselves.

4

3

1

5

my conclusion was that I did not believe 
in the Buddhist understanding. However, 
I did gravitate towards the ideology that 
if reincarnation existed, it existed, in the 
passing down of genetic traits, character-
istics, and mannerisms.  Every few years 
I revisit this conclusion. And although, 
I can never be sure, the thought of carry-
ing on any physiological, personality, or 
some other mannerism or characteristic 
of one or more of my ancestors intrigues 
me to no end; it sparks my curiosity once 
again about who the de Joux /Deyos were. 
What their individual stories entailed. Were 
these stories nightmares, mysteries, or fairy 
tales? For now, I will remember and honor 
them for the incredible real-life tales they 
lived and the gift they gave each of us to 
write our own stories. 

During this time, the unrest between 

Catholics and Protestants in France came to 
a head in a bloody civil war. As we know, 
at this time many Huguenots, including the 
de Jouxs (Deyos) fl ed France in self-pres-
ervation of their bodies, minds, and souls.  
In their fl ight, they became refugees risk-
ing their lives and the lives of those who 
helped them as they sought a freer life.
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DFA Newsletter
2019-20 Deadlines

DFA newsletter deadlines are 
the fi rst of the month prior to DFA 
Executive Board meetings for the fol-
lowing month’s publications of  Feb-
ruary,  May,  August, & November.

All DFA Executive Board  
meetings are at 10:00 a.m.:**
Feb. 17, 2019 at Lent’s house,  
June 22, 2019 at Dourdis’ house,
Sept.  7  Annual Reunion at HHS 
Jan. 18, 2020 at Lent’s house, 
      

Newletter  process:
Editor receives articles, types, 

prints, lays out sample newspaper 
submitted to DFA Executive Board 
for approval at quarterly meeting. 

Corrections are made, sent 
to printer, labeled, stamped, and 
mailed. Email subscribers get a PDF 
in color and sometimes with extra 
pages. Help us go green.
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MEMBERSHIP  MATTERS!
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Membership 
bonus incentives:

u Historical Huguenot Street 
friend/membership included and 

use of 
the HHS library.

u Free guided tour of 
the Deyo Homestead 

when you visit 
Huguenot Street 
by appointment; 

otherwise 10% discount.

Types of Memberships
Individual Annual:         $40 
Household:   $60  
Deyo Life:  $400  (onetime payment – 
no annual dues)
Deyo Life/HHS Life: No annual fee. 
HHS Life memberships no longer 
available
HHS Life/Deyo Annual: $25 (HHS no 
longer offers HHS Life memberships)
Dual: $25 (Member belongs to DFA as 
well as another Family Association) 
Dual/Deyo Annual/HHS Life:  $25  
(only one member with this type since 
HHS Life is no longer offered)

DFA Quarterly 
Membership Report

2019 Membership Statement 
as of June 22, 2019:

n212 - Active (165 paying as follows)
•  118 - DFA Individual
•    40 - DFA Household
•    40 - Deyo Life
•      6 - HHS Life/Deyo Individual
•      1 - Dual FA
•      6 - Comps

2018 Membership Payments Statement
•       6- Behind 2 yrs. (2016)
•     17- Behind 1 yr. (2017)
•   136- Paid 2018 dues 
•       4- Paid 2019 dues 

 
2018 New Members–10/8/17 to current
• Elizabeth Lyle--Mission Viejo, CA
• Michelle Deyo--Margarita, CA
             (new Life Member)
• Janice Keefe--Rochester, NH

  
2018 Missing / Deceased Members / 

Other – 10/08/2017 to current
•           None reported

  Have you done your DNA?  Join our DNA Project. 
  https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/newpaltz
  Deyo Family Association http://www.thedeyofamily.org/ 
  Facebook (DFA)Deyo Family Association

SUMMER EDITION,  JUNE, 2019

FACT FINDERS: JoAnn Deyo Dourdis, 
DFA President; Janice Keefe, Rochester, 
NH; Carrie Allmendinger, HHS Archivist/
Librarian; and Susan Zeltmann, Clifton 
Park, NY research Jan’s Huguenot family 
background  information on May 17.  Jan 
and Sue have been friends since 7th grade 
and are interested in genealogy and ances-
try. Jan also became a member and sent us 
the article about Admiral Morton Deyo on 
pages 10-11.

FOOD FINDERS: Jan, Sue, JoAnn, and 
Bill enjoy a Gilded Otter burger while 
discussing member benefi ts and Jan’s fam-
ily tree.

Finders, Keepers...Deyo 
Family 

Association 
Save The Dates:

Sat. Sept. 7, 2019   

 DFA Annual Reunion  

and Business Meeting
Registration information 

in this newsletter.

Tues. Sept. 10 HHS Summit

Registration form on p. 9.

IRON CLAD CONTRACT : 

This came about from 

the ironclad ships 

of the Civil War. 

It meant something 

so strong 

it could not be broken.

If you’re reading the black-and-
white postal mail version right now, 
kindly send any DFA offi cer your email 
address so you can read it in color and 
save the DFA a whole lot of money every 
quarter.  Thank you. (FYI: Full-color 
graphics in this issue add up to 55.)
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Jinai and her family have been HHS 
and DFA members for decades. Jinai grew 
up with the stories that are the Deyo leg-
acy. Jinai has visited New Paltz a handful 
of times, the most recent in 2012. This was 
an exciting visit as this was the fi rst time 
she was able to tour the Deyo home. Her 
grandmother Marjorie and Aunt Denise are 
eternally resting at Pinebush cemetery. 

Jinai's great-grandmother, Fannie 
Deyo, was born in Kerhonkson, NY. Fan-
nie left school at age 14 to care for her 
younger siblings. At 16 years old she began 
to apprentice as a seamstress. When Fan-
nie turned 18, she was employed as a par-
lor maid at Vassar College. It was at Vassar 
where she met William Sheldon, a delivery 
man. Family stories tell how Fannie would 
make sure she was in the kitchen whenever 
William was expected with a delivery. Ap-
parently she was there often enough as she 
and William later married. 

As the young couple began their life to-
gether, they moved to Massachusetts where 
William began his career in auto sales and 
service. In 1912, just a few months after the 
Titanic sank, my grandmother, Marjorie, 
was born. William, Fannie, and Marjorie 
moved to Cleveland, Ohio where William 
was able to combine his artistic nature with 

Jinai Amos, new DFA Historian, shares her bio
his automobile career by detailing and pin-
stripping the luxury cars of Cleveland's 
wealthy entrepreneurs and industrialists. 

Higher education has always been a 
privilege endorsed by the Deyo side of our 
family; perhaps because of Fannie's early 
departure from her own studies and expo-
sure to higher education while working at 
Vassar College. Marjorie studied Library 
Sciences at Flora Stone Mather College, 
an all-women's college that later merged to 
become what is now known as Case West-
ern Reserve University. 

In her forties, her love of education 
led her to earn her Master's in Education, 
while married and raising six children of 
her own. One of Marjorie's daughters, Pa-
mela, became a Special Education teacher 
and Adjunct Professor who also instilled 
the value and importance of education in 
her children, one of them being Jinai. 

Jinai resides in the Cleveland area and 
has followed the educational legacy start-
ed by her great-grandmother by earning a 
Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology, a Mas-
ter’s degree in Public Administration, and a 
certifi cate in Nonprofi t Management. 

Her love of history, culture, and com-
munity has led her to build a career in 
nonprofi t administration that includes ser-

vice at the Cleveland Museum of Art (9.5 
years), the Cleveland Hearing and Speech 
Center (5.5 years), and the Cleveland Rape 
Crisis Center (2.5 years).  

In her spare time she practices yoga, 
explores the outdoors, enjoys reading his-
torical fi ction and non-fi ction, and visits 
museums.

Some collection chairs in attic on north 
side. It’s dry enough to safely store items.

On point: Renzo Cinti, HHS Site Direc-
tor, points to Deyo House parquet fl oor 
that needs some restoration and resur-
facing. So does the threshold under the 
pocket door to his left.

Guest room now has bed on east wall. 
Notice the rigid styrofoam insulation in 
the window to protect collection. 

Renzo admires the new Founding Fathers’ 
section on the Deyo Commemorative 
Board and the current updates.

Walk-through 6/26/19

Basement is dry enough to store full fi ling 
cabinets, cardboard boxes, and papers. 
Keeping doors open and using fans for air 
convection has helped with dampness.

Blanket chests in attic on south side. Roof 
repairs have stopped any leaks from caus-
ing damage.



Janice France Hamilton passed away 
on February 13, 2019 due to the effects 
of COPD and Dementia. She was born in 
July 15, 1925 in Omaha, Nebraska to her 
parents, Walter Ray (Sam) Kincaid and 
Irene Beatrice Story (Kincaid). She was 
the eldest of 6 siblings. 

She accomplished many things in her 
nearly 94 years. She participated in the 
North Platte Cantina during WWII where 
local women and those in neighboring 
communities fed every troop train that 
came through North Platte, NE on their 
way west or east, offering homemade 
cakes, cookies, pies, coffee, etc. to the 
troop. Every train was met by the people 
who dedicated themselves to ensuring 
they had a touch of home on their way. 

She was also the fi rst woman guiding 
the trains in Medicine Bow, WY when 
she took over for her husband at that 
time, who was serving on submarines in 
the Navy during the war. 

She was an adult learner who earned 

children and great-grandchildren, and a 
brother, Herbert Harlan Kincaid, Sister, 
Marcia Lou Kincaid Bowers, and Edna 
Claire Kincaid Harris. Her siblings, Shir-
ley Ann Kincaid McDonald and Wal-
ter Doyle Kincaid predeceased her. She 
also has numerous nieces, nephews, and 
cousins spread throughout the country.

Photos courtesy of daughter Joelle 
P. F. Lewis, Ed. D., LCSW (CO).

Mom with husband Harry Reichner.

Janice F. Hamilton her degree from An-
tioch College, taught 
at Haverford Friends 
School in Haverford, 
PA, and became a 
reading specialist.  

She was an 
entrepreneur her 
opened her own 
business, The Read-
ing Room, in Bryn 
Mawr, PA, serving 
the students of the 
area with tutoring and support. 

She retired, moved to her home in 
the Poudre Canyon in Colorado, spending 
part of her time there, and then spending 
the winter months in Delaware with her 
husband, Harry James (Mickey) Reichner, 
who predeceased her on March 1, 2018. 

Her eldest son, William Harry France 
predeceased her, but she is survived by her 
children: Jeffrey Jon France, Sr, of South 
Carolina, Valerie Lynn France Kellom of 
Cherry Hills, NJ, and Joelle Paris France 
Lewis of Buffalo, WY, as well as grand-

Mom at 18 years old.

In Memoriam

M a r y 
passed away 
on Wednes-
day, surrender-
ing to cancer 
peacefully in 
her home.  She 
was known for 
her caring and 
positive out-
look on life, 
for her class 
and dignity 
with others, 
for her strong spirit, and for her playful 
sense of humor.

Mary was born in Kimball, Ne-
braska, and graduated from Sidney High 
School.  She valued education, earning a 

Mary Lee (Story) Heise
Resident of Walnut Creek, CA. Sept. 10, 1931–May 7, 2014(age 82)
Bachelors degree from Nebraska Wesleyan 
University and Masters degrees in Library 
Science from the University of Nebraska 
and Lesley University.  Her career as a 
Media Specialist spanned nearly 30 years 
at Boyd Elementary School in Omaha, Ne-
braska.  Mary greatly enjoyed puppetry and 
storytelling, and was active in local organi-
zations for both interests.

Mary is survived by a sister Jane 
Briney of Helena, Montana as well as de-
voted children Charles and Staci Heise of 
Yardley, Pennsylvania, Dave and Donalyn 
Heise of Austin, Texas, Linda DelGesso of 
Richmond, California, and Ted and Kathy 
Heise of Bloomington, Indiana.  

Her grandchildren include Dena Ger-
brecht and Erin Madden of Austin, Texas, 

Dawn and Steve Kelly of Austin Texas, 
Jeremy and Jennifer Gerbrecht of Man-
vel, Texas, Phil Heise of Melbourne, 
Florida, Robert and Claudia Heise of 
Portland Maine, Michael Heise and Jola 
Pasku of Sommerville, Massachusetts, 
and Aaron and Nicki Robinson of Oki-
nawa, Japan.  

Mary’s great-grandchildren are Jil-
lian, Maryn and Kendal Kelly, Tyler and 
Trey Gerbrecht, and Eliot Heise.

Mary’s loving spirit will be missed 
by all who knew her.

No funeral will be held, but a me-
morial is being planned for later in the 
year.
Source: Oak Park Hills Chapel
 3111 North Main Street
 Walnut Creek, CA 94597
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Cover Story
  from page 1

In a release announcing the Board of 
Trustees decision, SUNY Chairman H. 
Carl McCall said the decision “recognizes 
SUNY’s commitment to providing a wel-
coming educational environment that em-
braces our diversity.”

SUNY New Paltz President Donald P. 
Christian said “this is the right move for 
our campus at this time.

“Indeed,” he said, “I regard this as a 
historic moment for the college.”

New Paltz buildings to shed names of slave-owning families
Few students were on campus Thurs-

day to take in the moment, as the college is 
on spring break until next week.

But Nigel Caprotti, a 25-year-old senior 
walking with a friend, admitted he hadn’t been 
following the issue too closely, as he often 
tries to stay out of the political discourse. He 
was, however, happy about the new names.

“I’m from right down the freeway 
in Woodstock, New York, and the names 
seem a little more locally profound to me, 
like Ashokan... they seem a little more re-
gionally appropriate if you will,” he said. “I 
think it’s a good move.”

Desarme said he feels neutral about 
the overall issue, understanding why some 
people would be upset about the names, and 

why others would want to preserve the his-
tory of the Huguenots and their impact on 
this town. America’s fi rst president, George 
Washington, was a slave-owner, Desarme 
said, and “I got a couple bills with his face 
on it in my pocket.”

Above all else, Desarme hopes this can 
be a step in the right direction in terms of 
discussing the past through the lens of today.

“It’s a start. It’s a place to show that you 
care,” he said. “I think more important is to 
hold the conversation about race and racism in 
this country, and be honest about the history.”

Source: Jack Howland: jhowland@
poughkeepsiejournal. com; 845-437-
4870; Twitter: @jhowl04. 

Printed Friday, 03/22/19.
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Looking back at Doug Deyo’s VP tenure
Doug Deyo served as DFA 2nd VP/Membership from Aug. 

2008-Nov. 2009, then from Nov. 2010 to Dec. 2018. Medical 
reasons forced the short interruption. 

His body of work is encapsulated here with just some of 
the many topics he addressed, the causes he championed, and 

the cousins he met and embraced onto our membership rolls.
The constant theme of topics listed in the headlines and lead 

paragraphs give an overview of his resolve for what we strive for 
as an association. 

As a Life Member by example, he was a quarterly reminder 

and the yearly enforcer of our support and unity as a family and 
its legacy to our future generations. Christian and Pierre would 
be proud of him then as we are proud of him now. 

Follow this chronological retrospective seasoned with some 
wit and humor, wisdom and pride, sprinkled by soul and heart.

Dear readers,
Due to personal reasons and with much regret, I’m step-

ping down e� ective immediately from the position of 2nd VP 
Membership DFA. 

I want to thank those who talked, wrote, or otherwise 
communicated with me over the last year. I had the pleasure 
of talking to my cousins and it was wonderful ! 

I will continue to do what I can for the DFA as the current 
group of o�  cers work to move our organization forward in 
our heritage preservation . � ank you so much for all of your 
support.  DOUG

VP steps down NOV. 
2009

Everyone thinks of going home for the holidays.  � e Deyo 
Family has a very special home on Huguenot Street.  It is not just 
the home itself, but all it represents in enabling us and future 
generations to unlock our past. 

� ere are three enduring gi"  opportunities for you to consider, 
which will support the Deyo Family’s signi# cant piece of history. 
Our great country and our own personal history were founded 
upon the beliefs of our ancestors that were seeking safety from 
religious persecution.

To protect the values and inspiration that our forefathers fought 
for, there are several gi" s to consider for you and your families.

Home for the Holidays

Huguenot Historical Society, and Doug’s ancestry traces back to 
Christian Deyo. Doug and Joanne have participated as volunteer 
guides for the Deyo House during Colonial Street Festivals, and 
Doug takes an active interest in Deyo family history.

Having served in various board positions in other orga-
nizations, Doug o� ers a wealth of experience in leadership, 
recruiting and managing membership, and managing # nancial 
information.

 lWe really need to encourage our younger generations to take 
an interest in their heritage and become active members in our 
organization.  How do you get them interested? lHang a framed 
Deyo Family Crest in your home for all to see. lBuy a book 
on the history of the Huguenots. (http://www.huguenotstreet.

org/store/books-media.html).  lShare this newsletter. lVisit 
the Deyo homestead. OK, we have a Deyo castle in France you 
can visit but New Paltz, NY is a lot closer. Together, let’s pass 
our heritage down to future generations. 

Help promote our Huguenot history, cause MAY
2009

Getting acquainted comes with the job FEB.
2009

 I sent dues notice letters in early December. Al-
though I made a couple of mistakes, I think I got a 
handle on the job. 

What surprised me were notes, either attached with 
returned envelopes or via email, I got from some DFA 
members. Several thanked me for taking on this posi-
tion as membership VP and for that I’m grateful. One 
sent a letter wishing to donate a silver-plated co� ee and 
tea set. He provided history on the set’s origin, which 

was fascinating to read. Another letter was a brief year-
in-review of one family in Oregon. I got a letter provid-
ing his history and pledging his support of the DFA. 

It’s nice to know that while DFA members are spread 
from coast to coast and beyond, a simple letter or email 
provides a sense of family. To those who shared their 
lives and information with me, THANKS! Getting to 
“meet” my fellow DFA members was an added bonus 
to this position.

“Weathermap” shows where we’ve migrated
I watched the morning news the other day and the weath-

erman had the USA map displayed. I wondered how folks in 
Southwest were surviving heat and drought while up here in New 
York, we’ve had a mild yet somewhat wet summer.  

� en it hit me! Why not take a look at how our cousins are 

scattered across the country.  Now when you watch the weath-
erman on television, you’ll have a sense of how our cousins 
enjoy--or perhaps not enjoy--this summer. It’s also interesting 
to see how we’ve migrated across the country. 

WALDEN, NY--A Hudson Valley native, Doug 
Deyo grew up in Highland, NY. He’s a graduate 
of Highland High School and Ulster County 
Community College. 

A" er college, Doug went into the Navy and 
served aboard the USS Guam before returning 

to the Hudson Valley and joining IBM. A" er 34 years with IBM 
where Doug had a successful career in management and customer 
account support, Doug retired last year. 

Currently, he and his wife Joanne reside in Walden, NY. � ey 
both share a passion for gol# ng, # shing, hunting, and gardening. 

Doug is a life member of both Deyo Family Association and 

Doug Deyo running for 2nd VP membership AUG. 
2008

 � is is my # rst newsletter article as V.P. of Member-
ship. I’m Doug Deyo. I just hope I can do as great a job 

Membership Report offers reminders NOV. 2008

as Peter did. I was introduced in the last newsletter so 
I’ll skip to the really important work at hand.
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NOV., 
2011Don’t be left 

out in the cold
Fall is here or is it winter?  Just in case you missed it, we 

had a Nor’easter hit the northeast which dumped a lot of snow 
causing massive power outages. As I sit here writing this arti-
cle, my lower back is barking at me from shoveling over a foot 
of snow yesterday and fi ring up the chainsaw to clear away 
damaged trees. I guess it’s time to put the golf clubs away! 

Our annual DFA meeting was held this past weekend in 
New Paltz. While I wish attendance had been a bit better, it 
was nice to see my “cousins” and share stories, there was a 
pleasant surprise when I had the opportunity to “recruit” new 
members. Earlier in the week, a couple from California were 
in town visiting. She is a “Deyo” descendant and wanted to 
check out the street. They learned about the DFA annual meet-
ing and changed travel plans to attend the meeting! After 
spending time with our gang and getting a very low-pressured 
sales pitch, they signed up for a DFA Household membership. 

Ah, more cousins to get to know!

Annual meeting a blast!

NOV., 2012

AUG., 
2013

Did you ever get asked “Do you know so and so Deyo” or “Are 
you related to the guy who owns Deyo landscaping in Newburgh, 
NY?” Ever poke around on the internet looking for long-lost rela-
tives? I have, and it’s fun!

Did you know that Floyd Deyo’s Boat Yard was located 
on the west side of Catskill Creek and in 1958 the Deyo Boat 
Yard became the Catskill Marine Center? Today it’s now the 
Hop-O-Nose Marina. 

Did you know that the Deyo Reservoir is located in north 
central Idaho? It was opened to the public on June 29, 2013. It’s 
about 55 acres located four miles out of Weippe on the former 
Schmidt Mill site. � e land, 82+ acres, was donated by Mary 
Lou Deyo’s family.

Did you know...? 

phone, and while I hate to do this, use that computer to bring 
up the DFA website or the HHS website to show them and 
discuss the importance of their history. Encourage them to 
join our organization so we can know future generations will 
carry on when we are long gone. It’s time to take action. 

Take this newsletter and share it with your family and 
friends. Be proud of your heritage. Give a membership to your 
kids and grandkids. It’s a good investment. 

MEMBERSHIP  MATTERS

MAY, 
2011

When’s the last time you talked to your kids or grandkids 
about DFA? Have you sparked their interest in their heritage? 
Forget about being a Deyo for a moment and think about what it 
means to be a Huguenot and the history associated with that! 
What have you done as a Huguenot descendent and Deyo Fam-
ily member to ensure that our future generations will also talk to 
their kids and grandkids about being part of the “family”?

Let’s have that talk. Turn off the TV, put down that cell 

Membership Matters! And So Does Family

AUG., 
2011

Now that everyone has had that “talk” that I mentioned in 
my last article (see, I’m checking on you to see if you read my 
stuff), perhaps you might now suggest that our family history 
makes for great papers / reports for history classes. 

My niece did that a few years back. She did research “on-
line” to gather facts and fi gures. She got a very good grade for 
her efforts but more than that, she was rewarded learning 
more about our family history. 

Does anyone have a family bible passed down from gen-
eration to generation? I proudly display ours in my home. 
Water damage took its toll.  It’s in dire need of rebinding. The 

Have you done your homework?
unfortunate part of this story is it wasn’t updated since 1884! 

My father passed down this bible. He made some entries 
but the last update was 1972. The paper/pages deteriorated so 
much he stopped writing in it.

Sharing family history can be fun, intriguing, and puzzling 
but it requires one generation passing this information along 
to the next. Ah, this takes us back to my thoughts in my last 
article or actually to all of my articles. The DFA needs you. Be 
a member, be involved, and “Pass It Along” so we can culti-
vate and grow our ranks with new blood. 

We know times are tough, with gas prices rising daily, the 
cost of everything rising and yet, it’s my job to ask you to write 
a check to the DFA when I know you have other uses for your 
money. Consider your DFA check as an investment in your/our 

New year reminders, old business FEB., 
2011

future as a family. Families stick together in tough times. The 
Deyo House is a magnifi cent structure, full of our history and it 
needs to be shared with the world. Visitors need to see what our 
family has done and will continue to do for generations to come.

Fall ushers in numerous changes to the DFA as you’ve read 
in this newsletter. I’m Doug Deyo and the new VP of Mem-
bership. You might remember I stepped down from this posi-
tion last year and Paula DeGraff graciously picked up where I 
left off while continuing to handle her own job as Treasurer.  
Thanks, Paula!

As I learned during my fi rst short tenure, it consumes a fair 
amount of time and effort to be done correctly. However, it did 
allow me to “meet” family members that I had never met before. 

That leads me to a real predicament: how do I reach out 
to members of the Deyo family who are not DFA members? 

Back in the Saddle Again
How do I build our membership base so DFA doesn’t go the 
way of  dinosaurs and disappear from the face of the earth. 

We need to reach out to our younger family members. 
They need to understand it is important that they carry our 
legacy and our history forward.  

I’m not a techie wiz nor do I tweet but I use Facebook 
to communicate with my daughter and her family and my 
friends. I just put up DFA  as a group on Facebook with hope 
that we get some interest. I did a search on Deyo and had 500+ 
hits on Facebook!  Reach out and touch these folks, get them 
interested in their heritage and become DFA members!

11/2010

Lots going on, keep up to date  MAY, 2018
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Our duties go hand in hand 11/2016

AUG., 
2012

With our membership year half over, the membership 
numbers are pretty much on par with the last few years. Par is 
good when playing golf but not so good when trying to keep 
an organization vibrant and functioning. We have 217 paying 
members of which 55 are not current. With fewer members 
paying, the less money we have to maintain the Deyo house or 
run the DFA.  We need your help to survive.  

There are several Family Associations under HHS fac-
ing hard times because of dwindling memberships. Without 
active members and dedicated offi cers, some of these FAs 
may simply fade away, gone forever. Do you want that to hap-
pen to our Family Association? At one time we had over 400 
members. Look at today’s numbers. You get the picture.

It’s not just a game

The Deyo Family Association needs new members. Please, 
please, talk to your extended family members and mention our 
organization to them. I was in Sears store in Newburgh, NY 
today and a Sears employee asked if I knew Sue Deyo. I men-
tioned that I didn’t but explained that “our” family settled in 
New Paltz in 1692 and naturally our family helped to populate 
the Hudson Valley. He said that must be “cool” to know your 
family’s history. He lamented about his lack of family knowl-
edge beyond his grandparents.

We need new members

5/2013

New year, new membership types
At our most recent board meeting I asked that our reporting 

methods be changed to simplify the process and to more realis-
tically refl ect our membership. HHS recently dropped the an-
nual dues requirement that the Family Associations paid yearly 
for their members to be HHS members. I’m combining / elimi-
nating several “membership types” to make my life easier. 3/’14

6/14
Be an advocate for the DFA. Be enthusiastic when talking 

about us and your heritage. Become the voice of our organiza-
tion and encourage someone to join. That’s what we need. 
Thanks for your ongoing support. 

As a Navy veteran, I was honored to attend a ceremony for 
Virgil Deyo, a WW II airman who didn’t survive the war. 
Along with the DFA offi cers, there were numerous organiza-
tions in attendance. It was a truly emotional day.

Be a DFA advocate

JULY, 
2015Stay in touch with family

I hope everyone is having a good summer and spending 
time with their families. Families matter! Stay in touch with 
your families. Use social media (this is a stretch for me) to help.      

I hate to ask this but I really need your help reporting deaths 
of DFA members. Drop me an email or a letter. We need to 
recognize the passing of our members and give our condolenc-
es to surviving family members. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer; you know what’s coming 
in fi ve months!    C’ya….DOUG

3/15

Let me explain where your money goes. 
General Fund is used to support day-to-day operation and 

maintenance of Deyo House and provide operating funds for 
DFA (stationary, stamps, mailings, etc.) 

Endowment Fund contributions are placed in a permanently 
restricted account, (PRF) only earnings (dividends, gains, inter-
est) above $110,000 can go to the house. With the $110,000 PRF, 
about $5,000 could be removed each year. If the market drops, 
and the value goes below the $110,000 principal, then nothing 
can be pulled out for the house until the value exceeds $110,000.

At our recent offi cers’ meeting, I suggested that we eliminate or 
phase out the membership cards. Two reasons for the card: First, it 
shows you are a current paying member of the DFA. The card can 
also be used to get a discount at the HHS store or buy DFA items 
listed in our newsletter. 

Let’s look at these two reasons: Does possessing a card 
really show that you’re a current DFA member? Well, not re-
ally. We allow our DFA members to be up to three years be-
hind in their dues and still remain card-carrying, active mem-
bers. I’d like to change this process but that’s for another time. 
HHS now has access to membership data at the store register 
and no longer requires proof of membership. You just need to 
be a member in good standing.

Where the money goes

Another year is coming to an end. I hope our members ap-
preciate the efforts of every genealogist we’ve had the pleasure 
of calling DFA offi cers. Each brings a different focus to the 
position. Each spends countless hours digging into the past. 

Thank you all for being members of the Deyo Family As-
sociation. Without you, we’d fade away. Our organization has 
an important mission, and we need your help. How? Help fi nd 
new members, and if you have information about a deceased 
“Deyo,” let us know so we can document the information. 

Help me by telling your family members about us and en-
couraging them to join us. We need to carry on the family legacy. 

Remember that we need to be vigilant when it comes to 
our history. We need to talk to our elderly family members, 
ask them questions about their history and your family’s his-
tory. Once they are gone, it’s too late. 

We have a large piece of history sitting in New Paltz that 
requires OUR support.  I’m looking forward to a new year 
and hope you are too.   

MAY, 
2012

I just received a letter from a DFA member’s wife. Her 
husband recently passed away. She wanted me to remove her 
from the membership list since her eyesight was failing and 
making it very diffi cult to read the newsletter. I decided she 
needed to remain a DFA member and I would do what I could 
to help her. I sent her a letter written in a large font so she 
could read it and told her she would remain a DFA member. 

I also told her of a new drug recently available that treats 
her eye disease. She called and left me a wonderful message. 

We’re here to help each other
Now she doesn’t know this, but since I handle part of mailing 
the newsletter, I will ensure having a problem with her eye-
sight would not cause her to miss the newsletter and I will 
reformat the newsletter so she can read it.  

The toughest part of my DFA job is getting news that we lost a 
member. The best part is interacting with people like her. 

If you have suggestions for news articles, let me know. If you 
need help with your DFA membership, please give me a call. 

At our latest offi cers’ meeting, a discussion followed my 
Membership Report and it touched on something near and 
dear to my heart, declining membership; how do we stop the 
trend? Some years ago our membership numbers were higher 
than our current numbers. Why the slow decline in our current 
paying membership and how do we reverse this trend? 

We need a new approach. I suggested we display DFA 
membership brochures in the Deyo House so we catch some 
visitors.  But that’s a limited audience and typically visitors 
are not Deyo descendants.

What if we advertise the DFA in some of the country’s 
larger newspapers to get some new members? Too costly and 
may not succeed. 

What if we offered current DFA members a reduction in 
their yearly dues if they “sponsored” a new member? Kind of 
like a bounty or fi nder’s fee? This just came to me and was not 
discussed at the meeting. 

So here I am, stuck. I turn to you for suggestions on how 
we increase our association’s rank and fi le. My contact infor-
mation is in this newsletter.

Stand in our shoes, offer ideas AUG. 
2014

NOV., 2014
In my last article, I asked for ideas/help/suggestions for 

maintaining and growing our organization. Thanks again for 
taking the time to think about our challenges and getting your 
ideas “on paper.” 

I’ve got work that needs to be done. Create the dues letter; 
have 250 hardcopies and dues return envelopes printed and 
picked up; create and print member address labels; print my 
return address labels; buy stamps; and hope I have enough DFA 
stationary to complete my job. 

Assembly line time! Put stamps, address labels and return 
address labels on the envelopes. Fold dues letters to fi t in the 
stamped and addressed envelopes. Indicate on the dues return 
envelopes how much money owed by members. Print second 

The method to my madness
set of return labels for the return envelope so member can ver-
ify their current address. It helps my fi ling system (yes, I do 
keep those spiffy little envelopes!). 

I stuff envelopes with the letter and dues return envelopes. 
Each member gets a new membership card envelope along 
with the letter and return envelope. Cards need my signature 
and DFA member’s name! This year it’s 235 cards. 

It’s a ton of work for me to keep track of all of YOU. Just 
read my letter; put a stamp on the return envelope; decide to 
make a donation above and beyond your dues amount; write 
that check to HHS-DFA; stuff it into the pre-addressed return 
envelope, and mail it.        C’ya….DOUG

NOV., 
2015

Our FA is one of the largest in terms of active memberships 
and over the years the past DFA Membership offi cers have used 
spreadsheets to record membership information and provide 
HHS their records. HHS has transitioned to a new database 
(NEON) that among other things, tracks membership informa-
tion. This hasn’t impacted us yet. Long story short is there are 
technical issues being worked on by HHS staff and me. To 
make this transition easier, I will make a process change in how 
and when I collect dues and donations. The following change 
was approved by our board of offi cers on Oct. 17, 2015. 

With both processes, I record monies received and provide 
HHS with the checks for deposit. I update HHS with spread-
sheets as needed. They record this data in their database. They 
provide quarterly reports to reconcile my records. 

Consider this: DFA  has always had the policy to “carry” 
members in arrears for dues payments for up to three years 
before we drop them from our rolls. This may change so we 
only carry paying members or those with exemptions. Re-
member, we send delinquent members a newsletter even 
though they haven’t kept current with their dues.

New process, changes, start now

JUNE, 2017
Let me give you some numbers to chew on. Thanks to those 

who returned the 113 ballots which was the most we’ve ever had 
returned. We concluded that including the physical ballot with 
the dues notices helped us with this voter turnout! Results were 
unanimous and offi cers are signed up for another tour of duty.

Just remember that dues money helps pay for this newslet-
ter and efforts and expenses to generate it.

Changes made, by the numbers
Offi cers have been busy with another challenge: the Deyo 

Family Commemorative Board that resides in Deyo Hall on 
Huguenot Street. The board (not the offi cers!) needs to be re-
vamped, updated, and reorganized. We do not have a timetable 
for this work as it does require our physical presence in New 
Paltz. Stay tuned.

NOV., 2017

DFA offi cers recently held their quarterly meeting at which 
I gave my “state of the union” report. I’ve been doing this for 
quite a while now and have a fairly extensive collection of 
data regarding the DFA membership. I hope that I don’t bore 
our membership by spouting out “stats.” 

We really need to encourage our younger generations to 
take an interest in their heritage and become active members 
in our organization.   

Together, let’s pass down our heritage to future genera-
tions.

Moving on, keep up the history  
There comes a time when a change is needed. That time has 

come for me, and I’m announcing that this is my last term of offi ce. 
I will step down as membership chairman. Dave Lent will 

pick up this role. 
This is probably my last newsletter article, so I have to 

fi nish like I started. I remind everyone we need new members. 
We need members willing to pitch in and help. We need to 
support and participate on the DFA Board. 

Lastly, we need to pass our history down to the next gen-
eration and the next generation after that.    Thanks. DOUG

NOV., 2018

Analyzing and improving our “stats”

 DOUG DEYO
 Vice President
 Membership
 deyod@frontiernet.net

ABOVE: This is Doug’s fi rst mug 
shot as DFA 2nd VP back in August, 
2008.

RIGHT:  “This is me after being out-
side shoveling snow in -23 degrees. 
This is what northern New York can 
do to you in mid January. This is also 
why we’re building a new house in 
North Carolina.” (2019 photo)
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BIRTHDAY COMMITTEE

BIRTHDAY CARD FORM
Child’s Name_______________________________ Date of Birth_________
Child’s Address__________________________________________________
  ____________________________________________________
Parent’s Name _____________________________ Telephone #___________
Parent’s Address (if different) ______________________________________
Grandparent’s Name _____________________________________________

 Send form to: Deborah Stack, DFA Secretary
   148 Dowe Road
   Ellenville, New York  12428

DEBORAH
 STACK

 DFA Secretary
 tmstack@gmail.com

Happy Birthday Deyo Family Kids!
As DFA Secretary, I have enjoyed cre-

ating the birthday cards for the young Deyo 
Family cousins aged birth to 18 years.

Once a DFA descendant turns 18 years 
of age, he/she is eligible to join the Deyo 
Family Association. DFA Membership 
honors our proud French American and 
Huguenot heritage.  The fi rst year of mem-
bership is complimentary with invitations 
to Historic Huguenot Street events, free 
stone house tours, and even an opportunity 
to apply for a college scholarship. So... 
Happy Birthday Deyo kids and welcome to 
the DFA!

Here are the DFA Birthday Kids: 
HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO:  Jo-

celin Geurin (9), Noah Johnson (14), 
Julius Slutsky (7), Charles Sprout 
(15), McKinley Wheeler (14) and 
Sheridan Wheeler (14),

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAY 
TO:  Kristen Alsdorf (17), Diana 
Estes (6), Cameron DeYoe (9), Calleigh 
Deyoe (16), Catherine Deyoe (16), Camden 
Douglas (3), Audrey Gregory (12), Abbie 
Harris (9), Clarissa Johnson (5), Keegan 
Levine (8), and Lilah Stack-Slutsky (15).

HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAY TO:  Ry-
der Bever (7), Nathaniel Johnson (12), and 
McKenzie Shelton (12).

HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAY TO:  
Annalise Barkman (15), Benjamin Dahlin 
(7), Terry Lee Dahlin III (18), Isaac Deyoe 
(10), Aeiki Deyo-Fahl (9), Taylor Doug-
las (5), Kirsten Geurin (7), Scarlet Geurin 
(12), Melody Johnson (2), Daniel Parks 
(10), and Jonathan Redding (15).

Deyo Family kids are spe-
cial.  They represent a promise to 
carry on the traditions of the past 

and to preserve our lineage for fu-
ture generations. The DFA honors these 

children with a birthday card each year 
from birth to age 18 to help them celebrate 
annual milestones and remind them of their 
roots in American history. 

If you would like your child or grand-
child to receive a birthday card from the 
DFA, please complete the form below and 
mail it to Deborah Stack, your DFA Secre-
tary.  The address is on the form.
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Commemorative Board updated
JoAnn Deyo Dourdis, DFA Presi-

dent, and Shane Stuart, HHS Annual 
Giving Manager, share a moment about 
upcoming events and historical back-
grounds.

JoAnn and Bill, 1st VP/Newsletter 
Editor, were in the HHS maintenance 
workshop prior to Opening Day, May 4, 
to apply the latest plates to DFA Com-
memorative Board and add the Founding 
Fathers plates in the lower right corner. 
      (See more pictures of the house and 
the board on page 4.)



 Enclosed is a check for total amount $ _____________

Name(s) ____________________

__________________________

Address ____________________

__________________________

City/State/Zip _______________

___________________________

E-mail _____________________

__________________________

Phone  (        )  _______________

__________________________

September 7, 2019  in  Deyo Hall from 9-12:00. 
  9:00  Coffee, Continental Breakfast, Business Meeting 

10:00 - 11:00  HHS Reports from Liselle LaFrance and Mary Etta Schneider

11:00 - 11:45  Graveside Ceremony at Christian Deyo’s grave at the Old French Church Cemetery.

12:30  Wine tasting and  brick-oven pizza at Robibero Winery, 714 Albany Post Rd, New Paltz, NY 12561 

 (845) 255-9463.   $20 for wine tasting(5 choices) and $10 for personal pizza.   $___________
  2:30 Tour of Deyo House and visit Museum Shop.

DFA Family Reunion and Annual Meeting
Saturday, September 7, 2019

Reservations must be received 
by Friday, August 30, 2019.

 
Make your check payable to:    

Historic Huguenot Street/DFA

Send this form and your check to:   

 Shane Stuart, HHS 

 88 Huguenot Street    

 New Paltz, NY 12561

Huguenot Summit  Tuesday September 10, 2019
10:15-10:30 Arrival to Deyo Hall to watch Orientation Video, and split into groups for tour.

10:30-12:00 Group will tour the Replica Esopus Munsee Wigwam, the 1717 French Church and the Abraham 

Hasbrouck House. Afterwards guests may visit the Museum Shop/DuBois Fort Visitor Center. 

12:00-12:30 Group returns to Deyo Hall where boxed lunches will be provided by Main Course Catering. 

12:45-2:00 “The Huguenot Diaspora Across Time and Space” a lecture by Dr. Bertrand Van Ruymbeke, fol-

lowed by a group discussion on the state of Huguenot Heritage Organizations. 

Summit Pricing- can be reserved as a package or “A la Carte”

        Tour- $12.00 per person  $__________
        Lunch- $18.00 per person  $__________
        Lecture- $10.00 person  $__________
        Package Total- $40.00 per person $__________

Lunch Menu  (Circle your Choice of Sandwich)

1. Tarragon Chicken Salad Sandwich, Mesclun Greens, on Whole Grain Ciabatta

2. Grilled Vegetable Ratatouille, Fresh Mozzarella, Sliced Tomatoes, Basil Pesto, Whole Grain Ciabatta

Accompaniments Main Course Mixed Greens, Matchstick Crudité, Balsamic Vinaigrette, 

Local Apple, Chocolate Chip Cookie, Bottled Poland Spring Water

If you need help with 
hotel reservations, 
call JoAnn Dourdis
 at (845) 489-6860 or 

Debbie Stack, (845) 647-1278

If enough people register to attend both events, DFA will arrange for 
events:  Sunday, Walkway Over The Hudson and lunch; 
   Monday, F.D.Roosevelt Estate/Museum and dinner.
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The battleship USS Nevada served as 

Deyo’s fl agship, and gained renown for 
her accurate fi repower. In some instances 
the Nevada reportedly placed shells just 
600 yards ahead of the Allies’ front lines 
on land.

The admiral was later awarded the Le-
gion of Merit for his actions during the D-
Day operation. The citation accompanying 
this medal hailed his “brilliant leadership 
and indomitable courage.”

“Rear Admiral Deyo skillfully direct-
ed his force during the assault period of the 
invasion,” the citation states, “and, by the 
effective fi re support of his various units, 
contributed to the successful landings by 
the First United States Army on the beach-
es in the Madeleine area.”

Deyo’s task force subsequently contin-
ued its support as the Allies pushed on to 
southern France.

“On 25 June, in the face of determined 
hostile opposition, the warships under his 
command blasted the enemy strong points 
in the vicinity of Cherbourg, effectively 
supporting the advance of our army on this 
vital port,” according to his citation.

Deyo received a second Legion of 
Merit for a similar role during August of 
that year as the Allied advance continued.

“He skillfully directed accurate and 

Morton Deyo commanded 
naval gunfi re support when 
Allies hit Utah Beach

Late Kittery resident played crucial D-Day role

 By D. Allan Kerr
 news@seacoastonline.com
Morton Deyo lived quietly in Kittery 

Point, Maine, for more than two decades 
before he died in 1973. He was a quiet, 
dignifi ed man known locally as “the Ad-
miral.”

Few might have guessed he was a key 
player in perhaps the most pivotal military 
action of the 20th century – the Normandy 
invasion June 6, 1944, better known as D-
Day, during World War II. Deyo was the 
commander in charge of providing naval 
gunfi re support when Allied troops hit 
Utah Beach that day.

With the 75th anniversary of that bat-
tle on Thursday, Eric Warnquist of York 
reached out to advise the Portsmouth Her-
ald of Deyo’s role. As a young employee 
at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Warnquist 
said he acted as an unoffi cial aide to the re-
tired admiral in the late 1960s, when Deyo 
was writing his memoirs at the facility.

As is often the case with the Greatest 
Generation, the admiral didn’t expound 
much on the role he played during D-Day, 
Warnquist noted.

“He was not a very talkative fellow,” 
he recalled. “You had to drag it out of him.”

But Deyo played a prominent role in 
both the Atlantic and Pacifi c theaters of 
World War II. He was presented a third 
star, designating him as a vice admiral, 
upon his retirement from the Navy in 1949. 
Just a few years after his death the destroy-
er USS Deyo (DD 989) was christened in 
his honor.

A life of war
Deyo was originally from Poughkeep-

sie, New York, where he was born in 1887. 
He was a member of the choir at the U.S. 
Naval Academy, graduating in 1911.

He served aboard American destroy-
ers in Ireland before the U.S. joined World 
War I, and later on the passenger steamer 
USS Northern Pacifi c. He also trained 
crewmen for destroyer duty.

Deyo later returned to Annapolis as 
an instructor at the academy. Before U.S. 
involvement in World War II in 1941, he 
commanded the Navy destroyers USS 
Sloan and USS Upshur, and served as an 
aide to the secretary of the Navy. During 
the war, Deyo commanded an entire squad-
ron of destroyers. As a rear admiral, he 
was later placed in charge of the Atlantic 
Fleet’s destroyers.

In the summer of 1944, he command-
ed a task force taking part in the invasion 
of Normandy and southern France, code 
named Operation Neptune. He oversaw 

offshore gunfi re support for Assault Force 
U during the amphibious attack.

destructive fi re against beach defenses, 
shore installations and other strong points, 
contributing in large measure to the rapid 
eastward advance of our ground forces 
which resulted in the early occupation of 
German-held ports,” this citation reads.

Once the operation in Europe con-
cluded, the admiral proceeded to the Pa-
cifi c portion of the war. There, he took part 
in the bombardment of Iwo Jima and then 
supervised the Navy’s gunfi re in support 
of Allied troops at the brutal Battle of Oki-
nawa.

Deyo received the Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal for his leadership in the Okina-
wa campaign. He covered the amphibious 
landing of troops at Okinawa, “at the same 
time fi ghting fi ercely against repeated at-
tacks by aircraft and suicide surface craft.”

The admiral’s own fl agship was struck 
by a Japanese suicide plane during this ac-
tion but continued its mission.

After Japan surrendered in 1945 to end 
the war, Deyo directed the landing of oc-
cupation troops in parts of the conquered 
nation. He was also tasked with demilita-
rizing parts of Japan, cooperating with the 
U.S. Army’s Ninth Corps.

His fi nal assignment was as comman-
dant of the First Naval District in Boston 
and commanding offi cer of the naval base 
there. He retired in August 1949.

In addition to the numerous decora-
tions from the U.S. government, Deyo also 
was awarded the Croix de Guerre by the 
French government and Distinguished Ser-
vice Order by the British.

Life after war
Warnquist believes he fi rst met Deyo 

around 1968. Warnquist was in his mid-20s 
and had been employed at the shipyard for 
about seven years. He was responsible for 
putting together statistics and charts and 
graphs for visiting congressmen and dig-
nitaries.

As a retired three-star admiral, Deyo 
was provided with space at the shipyard to 
write a memoir of his remarkable Navy ca-
reer. Warnquist was designated as the war 
hero’s go-fer.

“Basically, if he called and wanted 
something taken care of, I would do it,” 
Warnquist recalled. “He was quiet and very 
helpful and very nice.”

The York resident has no photos of 
Deyo, noting photography has always been 
very restrictive at the nuclear Navy facility. 
He remembers the old admiral, who would 
have been in his 80s at the time, as lean and 
in good shape for his age.

This too is indicative of men from the 
World War II era, he noted. “They just get 
older; they don’t change much.”

Warnquist was aware of Deyo’s role 
during the Normandy invasion, but didn’t 
know of the admiral’s involvement in the 
occupation of Japan until much later.

 Morton Deyo who lived in Kit-
tery Point, Maine, for two decades after 
World War II, was the commander in 
charge of providing naval gunfi re sup-
port when Allied troops invaded Nor-
mandy, France, on June 6, 1944. [US NA-
VAL INSTITUTE PHOTO ARCHIVES]

PAGE  10 DEYO FAMILY ASSOCIATION~ www.thedeyofamily.org SUMMER EDITION,  JUNE, 2019



Warnquist retired from the shipyard as 
a system engineer in 1992, after 30 years 
there.

Deyo was married to the former Ma-
ria Ten Eyck Decatur Mayo, a descendant 
of the legendary 19th century Navy hero 
Stephen Decatur, and daughter of a Nor-
folk, Virginia, mayor. They lived at Hookes 
Cove in Kittery Point.

Deyo died at Portsmouth Hospital in 
November 1973 at age 86. The admiral and 
his wife, who died in 1979, are buried at 
the Naval Academy cemetery in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

The couple’s daughter, Maria Decatur 
Mayo Deyo Garnett – known as Lila – lived 
in the Seacoast and died almost exactly two 
years ago on June 5, the day before the D-
Day anniversary. She was 95.

Deyo’s papers are part of the National 
Historical Foundation Collection in the Li-
brary of Congress in Washington, D.C. D. 
Allan Kerr is the author of “Silent Strength,” 
a book about the heroic men lost aboard the 
submarine USS Thresher in 1963.

   U.S.S. DEYO FACTS

nThe U.S.S. Deyo was commis-
sioned March 22, 1980.  
nThe ship was decommissioned on 
November 6, 2003.
n340 crewmembers.
n25 offi cers and the rest are en-
listed.
nShip is 55’ wide and 563’ long.
nDisplacement is 8500 tons.
nAt the end of November 2000, 
deployment to Mediterranean Sea 
with the US’s newest aircraft car-
rier, the U.S.S. Harry S. Truman.
nNeeds minimum 35’ of water to 
operate safely.

FROM THE USS DEYO

USS DEYO (DD-989) 
Decommissioning Ceremony 

November 6, 2003 
in Norfolk, Virginia.  

DFA members attending Decommissioning Ceremony Nov. 6, 2003 in Norfolk, VA.
Editor’s note: Any DFA member who can correctly identify all 14 of us in this 
picture will win a free gift card. Email your entry list to williamdourdis@gmail.com 
by September 5. Winner and prize will be announced at the DFA Annual Reunion 
Meeting on September 7. (You don’t need to be in attendance to win.) (DFA File 
photo.)An amphibious landing craft carry-

ing Allied troops approaches the shore of 
Normandy, France, during D-Day, June 
6, 1944. [US NAVAL INSTITUTE PHO-
TO ARCHIVES]
__________________________________

Copyright (c)2019 Gatehouse Media, 
Edition 6/6/2019

Powered by TE
Source: Jan Keefe, new member. 

(See photos and captions on page 3.)

SUMMER EDITION,  JUNE, 2019 PAGE 11DEYO FAMILY ASSOCIATION ~ www.thedeyofamily.org

(DFA fi le photos.)



DEYO FAMILY ASSOCIATION                              
c/o BILL DOURDIS,  EDITOR                     *       *
1525 CENTRE ROAD                               
RHINEBECK, NY 12572                      *       *

*                       *

               *    *

 

     

               *    *

RETURN 
SERVICE 

REQUESTED

——————————————————————————————

PAGE  12 DEYO FAMILY ASSOCIATION~ www.thedeyofamily.org

*
SUMMER EDITION,  JUNE, 2019

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

   JOANN DEYO
       DOURDIS

    DFA President
           jddourdis@optimum.net

Dear Cousins and Valued Members 
of our Family Association,

Enjoy this expanded issue!

It’s exciting to introduce Ji-
nai Amos as our new Historian board mem-
ber. She wrote an article for our newsletter 
on page 2. Our executive board is impressed 
with her enthusiasm and willingness to 
help. Jinai responded to my Facebook post-
ing about our dire need for help in keeping 
the DFA functioning. 

We still need a membership Vice Presi-
dent to replace Doug Deyo and relieve Da-
vid Lent of this important duty. It requires 
sending out dues notices and collection of 
dues, turning them over to HHS, and help 

HHS keep a current database of our mem-
bership. It would be helpful if this person 
lived in New York, but it’s not a rigid re-
quirement. Please let me know if you can 
take this on. (See pages 6-7.)

We presently are not able to update our 
genealogy database. It is a time-consuming 
volunteer position which cannot be fi lled 
especially because of the big issue of own-
ership. I have started a folder that we intend 
to “digitize” if you send me updated family 
information sheets. We will preserve this 
with our association records.

This fall on September 7 will be our 
annual Deyo Family Reunion and Business 
Meeting. Reports from Liselle LaFrance, 
HHS Executive Director, and Mary Etta 
Schneider, HHS Board Chairperson and 
DFA member, will outline HHS’s new in-
terpretive plans and vision to make a na-
tional center to tell the “Huguenot Story.” 
Following that is a luncheon at Robibera 
Vineyard near Huguenot Street to include 
brick-oven pizza and wine tasting.

We planned the reunion to coincide 

with the Tuesday September 10th Hugue-
not Summit if our members would like 
to attend. HHS will host the Huguenot 
Historical Society of South Carolina, the 
Historical Society of South Carolina, and 
the Historical Society of America based 
in NYC. Mary Etta’s vision in organizing 
this Summit is to present HHS as a national 
center to tell the Huguenot Story in Amer-
ica especially since Huguenot Street is the 
only original Huguenot settlement still in 
existence in the United States. This event is 
especially signifi cant on this the 125th an-
niversary of Huguenot Street.

Please fi ll out the combined registra-
tion form on page 9 and add your check 
made out to HHS. We hope to see you “on 
the Street.” If enough of our people want to 
attend both events, we can plan Sunday and 
Monday activities such as Walkway Over 
The Hudson, hike Minnewaska, or a tour of 
FDR home and museum. (FDR is a Hugue-
not descendent.)

See you in September.
   JoAnn

Lots going on and about to happen


