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Historic Huguenot Street Presents “Music of the 17th and 18th 

Centuries” by Hudson Valley Baroque 

 

 
 

NEW PALTZ, NY (September 21, 2021) – Historic Huguenot Street presents chamber ensemble 

Hudson Valley Baroque in a concert featuring music of Elizabeth Jaquet de la Guerre (1665 - 

1729), Antonio Vivaldi (1768 - 1741), Jean-Baptiste Loeillet (1680 - 1730), Alessandro Scarlatti 

(1660 - 1725), and Jacques-Martin Hotteterre (1674 - 1763).  The ensemble members are Joël 

Evans (oboe, SUNY New Paltz Music Department faculty), Gregory Bynum (recorder, SUNY 

New Paltz School of Education faculty), Susan Seligman (cello, SUNY New Paltz Music 

Department faculty), and Ruthanne Schempf (harpsichord, SUNY New Paltz Music Department 

Faculty). 
 



Gregory Bynum, recorder, has studied with Marion Verbruggen, Han Tol, and Mattias 

Weilenman. He has performed with members of the Mannes School of Music and SUNY New 

Paltz music faculties, and with Yale music faculty including Jaap Schroeder.  Mr. Bynum has 

taught at the Bloomingdale House of Music in Manhattan and has performed at many venues 

including the Morris-Jumel Mansion, the Middletown Thrall Library, and the Old Stone House 

in Brooklyn.  As a guest performer with Brooklyn Baroque, he can be heard on the ensemble’s 

recordings Northern Lights, The Pleasures of the French, and a recording of Beth Anderson’s 

music entitled The Praying Mantis and the Bluebird (MSR Classics).  He has appeared on 

WKCR and appears on the Quill Classics YouTube channel with Ensemble Luini. Mr. Bynum is 

Associate Professor in the School of Education at SUNY New Paltz, and the founder of the 

Music at Morris-Jumel chamber music series. 

 

Joël Evans, oboist and solo English hornist with the Hudson Valley Philharmonic, has been a 

familiar musical voice in the valley for many years.  He is oboist with the Poné Ensemble and 

plays baroque and classical oboes with Hudson Valley Baroque, the resident historic ensemble at 

SUNY New Paltz where he also serves as Emeritus Professor of music. 

Dr. Evans has performed with the American Symphony Orchestra, the Atlantic Chamber 

Orchestra, and was principal oboist of the Albany Symphony from 1982 to 1985.  He leads a 

busy teaching schedule and has played numerous TV and radio advertisements.  Joël has 

recorded for Philo, Rounder, Koch International, CRI, New World, and his playing has been 

heard all over the US, Canada, Europe, Russia and the Far East.  He has appeared as a featured 

soloist at Lincoln Center, Tanglewood, Saratoga, the Charles Ives Center, and Carnegie 

Hall.  Joël retired as principal oboist of the West Point Band after nearly thirty years of service. 

Dr. Evans holds degrees from the University of Maine, Columbia University and the City 

University of New York. 

 

Ruthanne Schempf is an active chamber and solo musician in the Hudson Valley. She is on the 

faculties of SUNY-New Paltz and Interlochen Arts Camp, and is a member of the Poné 

Ensemble for New Music.  She is also a co-founder of the non-profit Hudson Valley Society for 

Music which produces Potluck Concerts and an annual Hudson Valley BachFest.  Dr. Schempf 

maintains a busy piano teaching studio and is the organist & choir director at the Cornwall 

Presbyterian Church. She earned undergraduate and masters degrees from Michigan State 

University and a D.M.A. from the Manhattan School of Music.  Her solo piano recording, An 

American Mirage: Exotic Piano Images, was released in March of 2009 on the MSR Classics 

label.  In her spare time, she likes to ski, garden, and dabble in various domestic activities. She is 

married to oboist, Joël Evans.  

 

Susan Seligman has been principal cellist with the Hudson Valley Philharmonic since 

1984.  She is a member of the Hudson Valley Philharmonic String Quartet, the piano trio 

Innisfree, the Poné Ensemble featuring new and American chamber music, Hudson Valley 

Baroque, and the Hudson Consort. In 1999, Ms. Seligman was favorably reviewed in the New 

York Times for her performance in works of Robert Starer.  In the summer, Ms. Seligman is on 

the faculty of the Chamber Music Institute at Ithaca College.  During the academic year, she is 

on the faculty of SUNY New Paltz and has a busy private cello studio as well.  Her discography 

includes CDs on the Albany, Soundspells, and Parnassus Records labels.  A recent recording 



with Innisfree of the music of Henry Martin includes Sonata No. 1 for Solo Cello, written for her 

by the composer. 

 

General admission is $8; discounted admission is $5 (HHS members, seniors, active military 

members, and veterans); children under 6 are free to attend. 

Fifteen free tickets are being reserved for SUNY New Paltz students. These tickets are available 

through our online registration and are first-come, first-served. Students who reserve these 

tickets, must be prepared to show their student ID when they arrive for the program.  

 

This performance will take place in the 1717 Crispell Memorial French Church (60 Huguenot 

Street). Those who are pre-registered, as well as those who are planning on purchasing their 

tickets at the door, should report directly to this venue. 

 

Questions related to the program, site accessibility, and current COVID-19 health and safety 

guidelines should be directed towards Kara Augustine, Director of Public Programming, at 

kara@huguenotstreet.org  

 

Learn more and register at www.huguenotstreet.org/calendar-of-events/hudson-valley-baroque. 

 

Sponsored by Ulster Savings Bank, Woodstock Chimes, and Stewart’s Shops 

 

Historic Huguenot Street would like to thank the SUNY New Paltz Music Department for its 

support of this program and our mission to serve the community. 

 

      

This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 

the governor and the New York State Legislature. This program was funded in part by 

Humanities New York with support from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

 

About Historic Huguenot Street 

A National Historic Landmark District, Historic Huguenot Street is a 501(c)3 non-profit that 

encompasses 30 buildings across 10 acres comprising the heart of the original 1678 New Paltz 

settlement, including seven stone houses dating to the early eighteenth century. Historic 

Huguenot Street was founded in 1894 as the Huguenot Patriotic, Historical, and Monumental 

Society to preserve the nationally acclaimed collection of stone houses. Since then, Historic 

Huguenot Street has grown into an innovative museum, chartered as an educational corporation 

by the University of the State of New York Department of Education that is dedicated to 

preserving a unique Hudson Valley Huguenot settlement and engaging diverse audiences in the 
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exploration of America's multicultural past in order to understand the historical forces that have 

shaped America. 
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