
How to Implement Letters to Huguenot Street 

 Implementing the activity Letters to Huguenot Street in your classroom is simple! Use 

the letters as an introduction activity to a new topic, as an assessment tool, or create your own 

plan around it. This activity can be adapted to fit any type of lesson plan and classroom needs.  

In this packet you will find our starter kit. The starter kit includes: 

 4 – Letter worksheets with descriptions of historic figures who lived on Huguenot Street 

during distinct moments in American history  

 4 – Example letters from children  

 4 – Example letters from historic figures 

 1 – Large pre-addressed return envelope  

 NY State and Common Core Standards  

 The letter worksheets and historic figures encompass a number of significant moments in 

American history. These moments include; the French and Indian War, the American 

Revolution, the Civil War, the 1900s, and present day. Students may write to one of the many 

historic figures offered or send a letter to Archie our archive bat for information on other 

significant moments on Huguenot Street and questions about our historic houses and collections.  

 When beginning this activity, you may either choose the figure for your students to write 

to, or they may be allowed to choose on their own. Students can ask the individual about 

anything; their daily lives, events that are going on around them, types of games and activities 

they do for fun. The possibilities are endless. Your students will believe they are actually 

communicating with someone from the past and may even develop a personal connection to the 

figure.  

 After students have completed their letter writing, have them cut their worksheets on the 

dotted line. They will keep the top of the worksheet as a reminder of who they wrote to. Put the 

signed and completed letters into the pre-addressed envelope included in the kit. The letters will 

be answered in 1-2 weeks.  

 To keep things simple Historic Huguenot Street has attached a copy of the State 

Standards and Common Core Standards that are covered by the program Letter to Huguenot 

Street. This program can be implemented once, or your students can keep in touch with their 

person all year.   

 If you have any questions about implementing this program in your own classroom, 

please feel free to contact me at brittany@huguenotstreet.org or call 845-255-1660 ext.107. 

We look forward to hearing from you soon! 



Standards Covered by Letters to Huguenot Street  

Grade 3 

NYS Social Studies  

Standard 1- Key Ideas 1, 2, and 4 

Standard 5- Key Idea 3 

Rationale: Using the letter writing activity, students will be able to ask carefully focused 

questions about past events that occurred throughout local and American History. Students will 

personally understand how past events affected people from a specific time period. Students will 

examine past traditions in local and American History, and how people celebrated the holidays 

during different moments of time. Students will inquire as to why these American citizens 

choose to do what they did, even if it meant going against the norm and/or standing up for what 

they believed in.  

Common Core Standards 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

W.CCR.4- With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development 

and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 

Rationale: Students will produce letters to historical people during various moments in time. 

They will construct letters with a clear message that is appropriate to the person they are writing 

to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Standards Covered by Letters to Huguenot Street  

Grade 4 

NYS Social Studies  

Standard 1- Key Ideas 1, 2, and 4 

Standard 5- Key Idea 3 

Rationale: Using the letter writing activity, students will be able to ask carefully focused 

questions about past events that occurred throughout local and American History. Students will 

personally understand how past events affected people from a specific time period. Students will 

examine past traditions in local and American History, and how people celebrated the holidays 

during different moments of time. Students will inquire as to why these American citizens 

choose to do what they did, even if it meant going against the norm and/or standing up for what 

they believed in.  

 

Common Core Standards 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

W.CCR.4- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 

Rationale: Students will produce letters to historical people during various moments in time. 

They will construct letters with a clear message that is appropriate to the person they are writing 

to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Standards Covered by Letters to Huguenot Street  

Grade 5 

NYS Social Studies  

Standard 1- Key Ideas 1, 2, and 4 

Standard 5- Key Idea 3 

Rationale: Using the letter writing activity, students will be able to ask carefully focused 

questions about past events that occurred throughout local and American History. Students will 

personally understand how past events affected people from a specific time period. Students will 

examine past traditions in local and American History, and how people celebrated the holidays 

during different moments of time. Students will inquire as to why these American citizens 

choose to do what they did, even if it meant going against the norm and/or standing up for what 

they believed in.  

Common Core Standards 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

W.CCR.4- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

Rationale: Students will produce letters to historical people during various moments in time. 

They will construct letters with a clear message that is appropriate to the person they are writing 

to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Standards Covered by Letters to Huguenot Street  

Grade 6 

NYS Social Studies  

Standard 1- Key Ideas 1, 2, and 4 

Standard 5- Key Idea 3 

Rationale: Using the letter writing activity, students will be able to ask carefully focused 

questions about past events that occurred throughout local and American History. Students will 

personally understand how past events affected people from a specific time period. Students will 

examine past traditions in local and American History, and how people celebrated the holidays 

during different moments of time. Students will inquire as to why these American citizens 

choose to do what they did, even if it meant going against the norm and/or standing up for what 

they believed in.  

Common Core Standards 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

W.CCR.4- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

Rationale: Students will produce letters to historical people during various moments in time. 

They will construct letters with a clear message that is appropriate to the person they are writing 

to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Standards Covered by Letters to Huguenot Street  

Grade 7 

NYS Social Studies  

Standard 1- Key Ideas 1, 2, and 4 

Standard 5- Key Idea 3 

Rationale: Using the letter writing activity, students will be able to ask carefully focused 

questions about past events that occurred throughout local and American History. Students will 

personally understand how past events affected people from a specific time period. Students will 

examine past traditions in local and American History, and how people celebrated the holidays 

during different moments of time. Students will inquire as to why these American citizens 

choose to do what they did, even if it meant going against the norm and/or standing up for what 

they believed in.  

Common Core Standards 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

W.CCR.4- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

Rationale: Students will produce letters to historical people during various moments in time. 

They will construct letters with a clear message that is appropriate to the person they are writing 

to.  

 


